
Exchange Visit to Gorron – 2020+2 by Tony George. 

MY PERSONAL REPORT 

First this is me.  You’d have thought that I had never been anywhere other than Hayling Island in the build up to this trip.  It 

seems daft in hindsight but the changes to the world and to me in the 3 years since my last visit added to the odd mix of 

excitement and anxiety in the build up to this long-delayed visit.  Why exactly?  Not sure, after all it’s only 30 miles further than 

Birmingham and I got there and back ok! It felt a bit like my first visit 10 years previously. A voyage to the unknown. 

However once past the formalities and on board the Mont St Michel the veil lifted and the fun began, despite the 

disappointment of the Restaurant being closed and the anticipated relaxing full Continental Breakfast being missed out on.   

Skip forward past the formalities of Ouistreham and the journey down to Gorron, the arrival at l’Espace Colmont magically 

erased the difficulties of the last 3 years as friends old and new were greeted and with a drink and nibbles the weekend began.  

MY COMMITTEE HEAD REPORT 

Now putting my committee hat on. The build up to this year’s visit still had, for a long time, a kind of ‘will it, won’t it happen’ 

undertone.  Rules around Covid in the UK and France were often different but eventually it opened up and our opposite 

numbers in Gorron had produced a programme of events for us to enjoy.  Sadly, the chosen weekend this year eliminated the 

chance of members tied into the school year to attend and perhaps still some underlying reluctance of some members meant 

our numbers were down to 20.  This made coach travel unviable and so a call for drivers and the doubling up of travellers where 

possible lead to a small posse of cars and 4 bicycles setting off for France.  As this was, in reality, the 2020 Anniversary visit the 

Mayor, Rosy Raines and her Consort Graham were with us for the planned Anniversary celebrations in Gorron. 

The varied programme this year, thankfully, did not require really early starts and kept travel to around 45 minutes each way 

which was a welcome change to some previous years. On Saturday the slight confusion caused by the visit to Vitre 

corresponding with a cycle race was overcome and in fact added to the vibrancy of the place for the day. The evening was with 

hosts as usual with most pairing up. 

Sunday’s activities varied, as once again this was with the host families. Most however gathered for fun and games at Parc 

Colmont in the afternoon prior to our moving to the Marie for the official presentations.  Thankfully the sun dial had been 

located and was fixed in position outside the Marie. A bit of confusion occurred as the exchange of gifts was originally planned 

to take place here but was put back to the evening function at the Salle Jeanne d’Arc, luckily a short walk away. A bit more 

confusion arose with the gifts exchange as this was pushed back into the evening to be between courses during dinner. 

Ah, the gifts.  I suppose one of the added reasons for my pre trip anxiety was being tasked with selecting our gifts.  Fortunately, 

they seemed to go down well with the recipients. All were products from local artists and sourced from Hayling Creatives plus 

the Hayling U3A book Hayling Island – The Years of Change 1919 – 1946 previously purchased by Dudley. Phew. 

The evening went well and most people (even me – thanks Georgette) were dragged on to the dance floor for some country 

dancing.  A splendid evening. 

All too soon it was over, and Monday saw departure rush upon us all.  Just time to load up and say farewell to our hosts.  Some 

of us met up at the Champ de Faire for a final farewell to Jean-Marc, Laura, Catherine and others.  Then off to Ouistreham when 

several of us met up for lunch or coffee & cake before boarding for the voyage home. 

So we made it.  Our 2020+2 Exchange is complete.  The new committee in Gorron put on a great weekend with the proviso of 

the date clash with the schools.  It would have been good to have had a slightly larger contingent from Hayling but after what 

has happened since 2020 we perhaps will never reach the higher numbers again.  The car (and bike) posse worked for the 

smaller number but relies on drivers willing to take on passengers.  Who knows what will happen for 2024? 

Next year will be our turn to host so we have that to look forward to. 

Voici l’année prochaine. 

Tony. 


