
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Pollicott 1946 – 2018 

The whole twinning community were  sorry to lose one of the association’s founding members, Ian 

Pollicott, last year. 

Ian was born and grew up in Derby. After school he went to work for British Rail on the new high 

speed trains. British Rail sponsored him to go to University and study Physics on the proviso that he 

would return to Derby and British Rail after he had graduated. 

He chose Bath University and it was there that he met and married Averil who co-founded the twin-

ning association with him. Averil continues to be the President of the association. 

Two children followed (Ashley and Faye) and later moves to Weston Super Mare and Portsmouth for 

Ian’s work. The family settled in Hayling Island and have lived there ever since. 

Ian travelled extensively throughout the world for his employer Chemring and was promoted to the 

role of managing director. Ian and Averil were invited to a Buckingham Palace garden party in recog-

nition of Ian’s contribution to defence in the UK. 

Ian and Averil bought a house in Gorron, France in 1991, after they fell in love with the town one 

rainy afternoon and realised it would be a perfect setting for family holidays. Soon after, they started 

the Twinning Association with new Gorron friends Cathy Duchemin and Jean Marc Allain. 

Ian was the Chairman and one of the founder members of the twinning association and was very 

involved in the writing of the association’s charter. His signature on the charter is there to be seen by 

all in both the Hayling Island library and the Mairie in Gorron. 

As well as the twinning association Ian was also involved in the Paris to Hayling Cycle Ride, the Hi-

There festival and the Ale-ing Fest. 

Ian was a committed family man and very involved in his community. He will be greatly missed by all.  


