
Bonjour one and all 

Welcome to this edition of the Salut, bringing you up to date with recent Twinning events, members have been busy this 

month in particular 

      www.haylinggorrontwinning.org.uk                      www.ale-ingfest.co.uk 

Summer 2016 Newsletter of The Hayling Island Gorron Twinning Association 

Grand Reception in Gorron for Hayling Island Cyclists by Sue Loveridge 
 
On Sunday 19th June 40 cyclists set out from Fougeres on the 3rd day of their tour of 
Normandy and Brittany.  The tour was brilliantly organised by one of our members, 
Fred Dyer and support was provided by 4 other members, our President, Averil   
Pollicot and her husband Ian and David and Julie Collins in vans who carried our  
luggage and gave roadside assistance. 
 
When the committee in Gorron heard we were going to cycle through Gorron, they 
were determined to provide us with a morning break despite the fact that it was 
the morning after their Fete de la Musique. 
 
After climbing out of Fougeres and up to Mont Romain we were met by members of the Gorron cycling group. They had not 
been cycling up and down hills for 3 days and when they joined us, set off at a cracking pace much to the joy of some of our 
fitter cyclists but left some of us struggling to converse in French and keep up with them. 
 

Eventually we arrived in Gorron which was recovering from the Fete de la Musique 
the night before. Despite the late night, many of twinning members were outside 
their meeting room (The Green Room) next to the sports pitches to greet us with an 
amazing spread of patisseries, beer, and coffee.  Claud Barbe had made a huge 2 
wheel brioche to celebrate our visit. 
It was so good to be given such a hospitable reception after cycling 20 miles with a 
further 50 to go to our day’s destination in Argentan.  Some of our fellow cyclists were 
so impressed by the hospitality and the general ambience of the town that they are 
going to join the association. 
 

 

Well  refreshed, we cycled through the beautiful French countryside on a lovely dry 
day, buoyed on by the good wishes of all our friends in Gorron which made the hills so 
much easier to tackle. 

June 2016—Cycle tour of Normandy 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

June 2016—Fete de la Musique 

Gorron Fete de la Musique 2016 by Tony George 
 
On the road again.... 
 

Some of you may remember that during our Twinning exchange visit back at Easter time the 
2 members of Velvet Lips that happened to be there gave an impromptu performance at 
the end of dinner at le Grand Cerf, in Ernée, with the local entertainer Arnaud Ledauphin.  
This led to an invitation to this year’s Fete de la Musique in Gorron, an event we had not 
played at since 2013. That time we were also a duo due to diary conflicts but this time we 
were to be back as a trio as Ben was again up for the road trip. 
 
 
 

A long weekend was planned to allow for mishaps and to give us some recovery time after the gig and with much help from 
the Twinning committees both on Hayling and in Gorron the trip was on.  Ferries booked, accommodation sorted and     
before we knew it the trip was only a couple of weeks away.  Better rehearse a bit then. 
Rehearsals went well, much to our surprise and no violence was to be reported from those occasions. Equipment was     
sorted, bags packed and off we went taking the morning sailing from Portsmouth to Ouistreham.  We also brought along a 
fan club (or stalkers), in the guise of Maggi and Mike Bridgman.  Brave Maggi had to follow Ben through Caen as we missed 
the turn for the periferique. We made it ok and that was followed by an uneventful run down to Gorron.  We were staying 
with Catherine and Michel Duchemin and we bade ‘farewell for now’ to our travelling companions as they were off down 
the road to stay with Loic Bahier. 
 

Friday evening was spent ‘at home’ with much eating and drinking and another im-
promptu performance (too loose to be a rehearsal) leading us into the early hours.   Sat-
urday was dull and grey and not looking too promising for the evening  performance.  
The weather wasn’t too good either.  With James and Ben both feeling sore (beware the 
dark side, it’s called Calvados) Michel and I popped over to Jean-Claude Speyer’s house 
to borrow a huge garden umbrella in case we needed cover for the evening. Fortunately 
this was not to be the case. In the afternoon and post ‘Calva-head’, we mooched around 
Gorron for a while before attending a little reception at the Mairie and getting our final 
arrangements for the evening.  Some stage switching had gone on and the stage for us 
was to be outside the cocciMarket.  Also the band we were to follow had moved to a 

stage behind the Mairie and we were introduced to the new band that was to be on before us.  Hope you can follow this – I 
can’t.  Nice bunch of lads but we didn’t get their name.  Back ‘home’ with time to freshen up, change and load up the car 
before heading back into town.   
 
The early part of the evening gave us a bit of time to wander the streets and take in 

some of the other acts.  These ranged from acoustic solo acts, through various groups, a 

DJ and an impressive drum band that really livened up the square outside the Bar des 

Sports.  We wandered back to our stage area, took advantage of the food and drink 

vouchers kindly provided by the organisers and watched the other band waiting for our 

slot.  Very good they were too.  Playing a kind of upbeat jazz they were all multi instru-

mentalists and we recognized a few of them from the concert at the Espace Culturel 

Colmont at Easter.  Favourite moment was some virtuoso triangle playing.  If you didn’t 

see and hear it you wouldn’t believe it.   

They finished around 10pm and then it was our turn and after what I’d just seen and heard I confess to feeling a bit nerv-
ous.  The next 45 minutes or so was our setup time and I was still feeling a bit edgy but as soon as we struck up with Ameri-
ca’s ‘Horse with No Name’ as the opener I relaxed and the set then seemed to flow by at great speed.  Favorites such as 
‘Wicked Game’ with James taking the lead were mixed with the oldies led by me and the newer and more contemporary 
songs being led by James or Ben.  Fleetwood Macs ‘Big Love’ seemed to go down well.  I can’t comment on behalf of the 
listeners but on behalf of the players we had a good time.  An encore was called for but we had nothing really planned so 
ended up with Ben just leading an unplugged session in the street to round things off and we eventually stopped around 
quarter past midnight. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

June 2016—Fete de la Musique—continued 

We rounded the night off with some great sausages provided by Elliotts, an English butcher based in Gorron and fortunately 
with his stall opposite our stage.  We were promised some freebies if we were any good and I think we both honoured our 
word.  After a speedy pack down and reloading of the car it was back ‘home’ to wind down and sleep on a successful event. 
 

Sunday morning was spend having a bit of chill time and recapping on the previous evening 
whilst Catherine and Michel were out greeting the cyclists that were also over riding back 
to Hayling.  In the afternoon we went off to Fougeres and visited the magnificent castle.  Lo 
and behold who should be there also but Maggi, Mike and Loic.  
 
 
 
 
 

Soon after it was declared beer o’clock and we all spent a pleasant time chatting and 
drinking in a local bar before going our own ways to spend time with other friends for 
our last evening.  We were invited to the Speyer’s house and Jean-Claude had laid on a 
particularly fine spread for us all. The Calvados was avoided this time due to the need 
to travel the next day. 
 

Monday morning there was time to relax a bit and after breakfast Catherine brought in 
a reporter from one of the newspapers from the region to interview us.  Catherine also 
writes for a local paper, as does Arielle Soudain and they promised to spread the word 
about our performance.  A text from Maggi reminded us that we were due to meet up 
at the Super U for our last minute shopping and our Grande Depart (well Petit Depart  - there was just 2 cars) and so fare-
wells and thank you’s were exchanged and we had to leave. 
 

It’s good to see the young'uns playing a diverse range of instruments as our photos show 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After encountering pouring rain on the roads and fog in the channel, a slow journey eventually got us back to Blighty and 
the old routine. 
 

Thank you Gorron for having us and hope we can do it again. 
 

Tony George 
For and hopefully on behalf of, Tony George, James George, Ben Reid - Velvet Lips 
 

Catherine and Arielle Soudain came up trumps with an article about our performing in Gorron becoming a reality with    
articles appearing in Le courrier de la Mayenne and Ouest France 



     From Le Courrier de la Mayenne        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From using Google English/French translation !!!!             
 
Ben, James et Tony sont anglais et forment un groupe : Velvet Lips. Le temps d'un week-end, ils sont venus de Hayling Is-
land, uniquement pour la fête de la Musique de samedi soir. Ils ont été reçus dans des familles françaises dans le cadre du 
jumelage entre Hayling et Gorron. « C'est la troisième fois que nous venons participer à la fête de la Musique. Nous aimons 
beaucoup car nous retrouvons à chaque fois des amis », explique l'un d'eux. Tous les trois chantent accompagnés de leur 
guitare. « De la musique acoustique que le public gorronnais apprécie. Nous avons toujours un excellent accueil quand nous 
jouons ici. Ce qui n'est pas forcément le cas en Angleterre où les spectateurs nous demandent souvent de jouer des mor-
ceaux connus. » 
 
Pour eux, les Français sont réceptifs à leur musique, l'ambiance de la fête est relax « et ça nous va bien », sourient-ils. Ils 
ont profité de leur séjour pour visiter Fougères, son château, et goûter quelques spécialités locales. 
 
Plusieurs groupes se sont produits dans différents endroits de la ville. Mais le temps frisquet n'a pas forcément incité les 
spectateurs à venir en masse. 
 
Ben, James and Tony are English and form a group: Velvet Lips. Scent of a Woman, they came from Hayling Island, only 
for the feast of the Saturday night music. They were received with French families as part of the twinning between     
Hayling and Gorron. "This is the third time we come to participate in the Music Day. We love because we find every time 
friends, "says one of them. All three sing along with their guitar. "From acoustic music that the public appreciates        
gorronnais. We always have a warm welcome when we play here. This is not necessarily the case in England where view-
ers often ask us to play well-known pieces. " 
 
For them, the French are receptive to their music, the atmosphere of the festival is relax "and it suits us," they smile. They 
took advantage of their stay to visit Fougeres, the castle, and sample some local delicacies. 
 
Several groups have occurred in different parts of the city. But the chilly weather did not necessarily encouraged specta-
tors to come in droves. 

June 2016—Fete de la Musique—continued 



'Neuf Neuf Neuf 'and 'V' signs! Sunday 26th June by Toby Hazan 
 

Whether you were a 'leaver' or 'remainer' in the Referendum, you can rest assured that our twinning with Gorron is still 
forging ahead!  The evidence for this was more than   apparent, when in spite of the Brexit decision, our friends from Gor-
ron duly arrived on Saturday 25th June to participate in the '999' day on Sunday 26th June. A truly excellent day for all con-
cerned, and a great addition to our twinning activities. 
 

The delegation from France consisted of Christine Fournier, the Deputy 
Mayor of Gorron, accompanied by Roselyne and Pascal from their Twinning 
Association. Also representing the Gorron area were two retained fire fight-
ers, Ludovic and  Antoine 
 

As far as we were concerned, there were two novelties in this year's 999 
day. For the first time, Gorron/Hayling Twinning had a stand to help spread 
the word about our activities. Secondly, links between our and their local 
fire fighters were firmly established. Representatives from Gorron were in-
troduced to their counterparts in our area, and participated fully in the many activities throughout the 
day. Ludovic, resplendent in full ceremonial uniform complete with kepi, and Antoine were shown and 

given detailed information of the equipment and methods used by their UK counterparts.  They were able to compare 
notes, exchange information and 'best practices' in a very productive way. In France, 70% of firefighters in France are 
'retained' and it is interesting to note that their firefighters are also in effect paramedics, a trend now being developed in 
the UK. In both countries, in addition to their traditional role in dealing with fires, firefighters are also increasingly responsi-
ble for environmental, bio-chemical and anti-terrorist related activities. This visit was the start of an on-going relationship 
and cooperation between the respective organisations. 
 

 
 
 
Both Deputy Mayors of Gorron and Havant 
were also able to have useful exchanges 
throughout the day, the recent Brexit vote a 
predictable subject of much discussion.... and 
humour! The French delegation also  partici-
pated in the unveiling of a plaque to inaugu-
rate the new public access defibrillator at the 
Surf Cafe. 
 
 
 

 
There were many other highlights in the very varied activities organised through-
out the day, which many of you will have seen if you were present. One in particu-
lar which involved our French guests was the traditional reconstruction of Winston 
Churchill's review of the Fleet from the Royal's balcony during WW2. There was 
much puffing on a cigar, a mimed version of Churchill's 'on the beaches' speech, 
and 'V' signs a'plenty from Laurie Noble, our own HIADS 'Winnie'! Both French and 
our National Anthems were played by the Band, and, perhaps the highlight of the 
day, a magnificent Spitfire fly past. Our most generous hosts whose Royal balcony 

was used kindly supplied plentiful quantities of champagne and cakes for our guests and a representative of our Twinning 
Association...well, someone had to do the hard work! 
 

Whether it is the main annual visits, la Fete de la Musique, pub nights and other less formal exchanges, many members give 
a lot of their time to organise events to include the very strong social and fun elements which help to forge long lasting 
friendships between our associations. Our thanks therefore go to the organisers of this highly successful visit, which our 
guests thoroughly enjoyed and will remember for years to come. Also to Sue and Peter for hosting a lovely, convivial lunch 
on Sunday, and accommodating some of our guests. 'Merci' to the members who mounted then moved, manned and sup-
ported our stand, and, finally, to the dozen or so members who joined in the 'au revoir' dinner for our guests at the Ferry 
Boat on Sunday evening. 
 
'Onwards and forwards', and long live the 'Entente Cordiale'! 

June 2016—999 Day at Beachlands 



 The Twinning Association monthly get-together's at different locations around the Island is continuing. 
 

These are informal gatherings where members, guests and interested parties are welcome to come along, have a beer or 
glass or two of wine and a chin wag!  
 

Full details of up and coming venues and other activities are on our website.  
 

www.haylinggorrontwinning.org.uk 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

01-Aug-16 West Town Hotel 

05-Sep-16 Newtown House Hotel 

03-Oct-16 Lily Sugars 

07-Nov-16 The Royal Shades 

05-Dec-16 Barley Mow 

June 2016—999 Day at Beachlands—selection of miscellaneous of photos from the week-end 

  
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Man see’s motorcycle mounts it, women see’s man 
on motorcycle also….. 

The deputy mayor of Gorron Christine Fourier  
arrested by a Hayling deputy 

Is it a bird, is it a plane, no…. …… it’s a helicopter!! 


